Sussex Police, Police Authority and County Council join forces for second Virtual Town Hall
27 May 2010
Following the overwhelming success of the first ever ‘Virtual Town Hall’ in January, Sussex Police East Sussex Division has announced plans for a second event, which will now also include representatives from East Sussex County Council. 

The inaugural event at County Hall, Lewes, earlier this year took its inspiration from President Obama’s ‘Virtual Town Hall’, which enables members of the public to watch and send questions to a panel via a live ‘webcast’. The public are still welcome to attend the event in person, but broadcasting it live across the internet opens the floor up to anyone who, for whatever reason, may find it difficult to attend. 

The January webcast, which primarily focused on the work of Sussex Police, was broadcast live on East Sussex County Council’s website and watched by over 100 people. Following glowing feedback it was decided to hold further Virtual Town Halls, while opening up the floor to agencies other than the police. 

East Sussex Police Commander, Chief Superintendent Robin Smith will be joined at the June 17th event by East Sussex County Council Chief Executive Becky Shaw, Councillor Bob Tidy from Sussex Police Authority and Andy Robertson from Transport and Environment. 

The panel will talk openly about community safety issues and are inviting residents to quiz them on the matters that concern them the most. People are welcome to attend the event, which takes place between 7.30 and 8.30pm at County Hall in Lewes, or they can watch it live on the internet and, if they wish, email in their questions.

Former BBC South East presenter Beverley Thompson will once again host the questioning.

Chief Superintendent Smith said: "We are inviting you to join us at County Hall on Thursday, June 17th at 7.30pm, where you can put your questions to our panel in person. If you don’t fancy venturing out you can simply email your question to us and we will endeavour to answer your question live on the web on East Sussex County Council's website at www.eastsussex.gov.uk/webcasts, where you can watch wherever you are”.

He continued: "It’s important to widen the way police forces communicate with members of the public. In order for the public to be confident in their local police force they need to hear about what we're doing in their neighbourhoods and be able to communicate with us easily. We are delighted the County Council has decided to join us in taking these events forward”.

Becky Shaw, Chief Executive of East Sussex County Council said: “The Virtual Town Hall is an excellent opportunity for residents to explain directly what matters to them and for us to explain how the Police, East Sussex County Council and other local organisations work closely together on community safety issues. We know how widely the internet is used by people right across the county, and the January event proved that this format was welcomed as people can engage in the discussions from the comfort of their own home. I hope lots of residents will join us at 7.30 on 17 June”.

Councillor Bob Tidy added: "The last Virtual Town Hall event was such a success I am delighted to be taking part again and giving the residents of East Sussex another chance to ask questions about the subjects that really matter to them. 

“Sussex Police Authority is very aware that people in East Sussex have a range of issues that affect them and that those issues often need to be responded to through a number of avenues. I am very happy that this event will be a true partnership of the police, the police authority and the local authority, really allowing residents to get the answers they are looking for from all concerned."

Anyone wishing to attend or submit a question is asked to email the police at: askaquestion@sussex.pnn.police.uk. Audience members will also be able to question the panel on the night.

