Crime falls across East Sussex despite recession

Police in East Sussex are winning the fight against crime, despite predictions over the last few months of a recession-linked crime wave, and are determined to further increase confidence in policing as levels of crime drop.

The Division, together with their partners, says it has stepped up its crime-fighting initiatives and is clamping down on those crimes expected to see increases this year, with significant falls in burglary, violent crime, shoplifting, vehicle crime and criminal damage.
Making East Sussex safer

Every district and borough in East Sussex is safer than it was last year – there have been fewer crimes and more people caught for the offences they have committed this year than last.

Police recorded crime shows a fall in nearly all types of offences compared with the same period last year, including:

· 494 fewer victims of vehicle crime 

· 294 fewer victims of shoplifting 

· 213 fewer victims of all injury violence 

· 746 fewer victims of criminal damage 

Domestic burglary rates have dropped dramatically in East Sussex, and there are 290 fewer victims of burglary this year compared to the same time last year. The Division now sees an astoundingly low average of 2.6 burglaries a day across East Sussex.
Support from important organisations

East Sussex Policing Commander, Chief Superintendent Robin Smith, said: “You may have read, or seen in the media that crime may be increasing as the economy faces recession - we are yet to see this happen locally. Together with our partners we are monitoring trends very closely and are ready to act should the situation change. Undoubtedly there will be challenges ahead but by continuously working in partnership we are better placed than ever before to meet those challenges”.
Chief Superintendent Smith added: “Performance in terms of the numbers of crimes detected and prevented has been outstandingly good, I am determined to translate an excellent policing service into increased public confidence”.
Chairman of Sussex Police Authority and East Sussex resident, Dr Laurie Bush, praised the performance of police in East Sussex: “The figures for performance in East Sussex are to be highly commended and the Police Authority is particularly pleased with the extremely low burglary figures which means that fewer residents of East Sussex will suffer the trauma of having their property burgled. The Authority recognises that these pleasing figures are the result of a lot of hard work from the officers and commanders in East Sussex.
“These results prove that Sussex is a very safe place to live and work and that the Force has a very good story to tell and I echo the need for this to be translated into an increase in public confidence”.
The positive figures are the result of effective working between the Police and the East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership, alongside increased co-operation and intelligence provided by the public.
Councillor Bob Tidy, Lead Member for Community Services at the County Council added: “The work of the East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership is integral to helping reduce crime and anti-social behaviour in East Sussex. The partnership has set its priorities for the forthcoming year and will continue to jointly tackle crime and anti-social behaviour in East Sussex to continue to make the county a safe place to live”.

Notes for editors

The East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership includes:

· East Sussex County Council 

· Sussex Police 

· Sussex Police Authority 

· East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service 

· Sussex Probation Area 

· Eastbourne Crime Reduction Partnership 

· Safer Hastings Partnership 

· Safer Rother Partnership 

· Safer Wealden Partnership 

· Lewes Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership 

· NHS Hastings and Rother, and 

· NHS Sussex Downs and Weald 

