Domestic Violence - Partnership gives World Cup reminder
29 June 2010
People who experience domestic violence are being reminded that support is available to help them.

The message is being highlighted by the East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership during this year’s World Cup. 

Incidents of domestic violence at the previous World Cup went up by a third.  Partnership representatives believe that more alcohol consumption and increased tension during the international football competition are factors in the higher level of domestic abuse.

Looking out for people
Throughout June and July the Partnership is continuing its work as usual, but is especially looking out for people who may be at increased risk of emotional, physical or sexual violence.

Micky Richards, CRI Deputy Director said: “During the World Cup season, we are providing an enhanced service for anyone that needs our support. We are working alongside Sussex Police to provide emotional and practical support to women, men and children experiencing domestic abuse.

“The service helps people to identify their options, including housing, safety and legal issues, and we also refer individuals and families to other organisations that may be able to address their concerns, including refuge accommodation.”

Protecting victims
In addition, Sussex Police is keeping officers up to date with previous or likely victims who may be particularly vulnerable. At peak times, which are during and after key matches, officers are being specifically tasked to help protect victims and families from abuse.

Chief Superintendent Robin Smith said: “For the vast majority of people who watch matches and support their national teams the World Cup is an enjoyable event that draws people together. But for a small minority, football provides the catalyst for alcohol abuse and violent behaviour which can be particularly dangerous in already abusive relationships.

“We have patrolling units which will help provide a prompt response to domestic violence incidents, and officers are equipped with video cameras to secure vital evidence.”

Working with local services
Councillor Bob Tidy, Lead Member for Community Services at the County Council supports the Partnership.  He said “By working together and involving local domestic abuse services, we can make sure we have everything in place to keep residents safe during the World Cup, and indeed throughout the year.” 

Getting help and advice
Domestic abuse is a crime. In an emergency call the Police on 999. 

To get help and advice about Domestic Violence contact CRI Domestic Abuse Service: 
Hastings and Rother: 01424 716629
Eastbourne: 01323 414224
Lewes and Wealden: 01323 419340.

