Foreign student safety on conference agenda 

1 June 2010

The safety of young people visiting East Sussex to learn English was top of the agenda at a safety conference held last week in Bexhill. 

Every year approximately 60,000 foreign students come to East Sussex.  The students enjoy our way of life and practice their English language skills and at the same time they provide a huge boost to the local economy. Students usually stay with local families and attend language schools along the south coast.

Organisations working together

The East Sussex Local Safeguarding Children’s Board and the East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership worked together with the Overseas Student Advisory Committees (OSAC) in Eastbourne and Hastings to arrange the conference.  The event was attended by local language schools and other organisations including Sussex Police, Children’s Services and District and Borough councils. 

One of the conference topics covered vetting procedures for people involved in looking after and educating foreign students.  Councillor Meg Stroude, Lead Member for Children and Families at the County Council said: “The protection, safety and welfare of young people is our priority. This event made sure that all agencies working with foreign students follow legal guidelines to help make their visits as safe as possible”.

Useful event for local language schools

The event - held at the Cooden Beach Hotel - proved extremely useful for those people who work with young people. Christopher Savins, Principal of local language school 'Twin English Centre' said: "It's important we are aware of and understand current legislation when recruiting host families for our students. We are entrusted by students' own families in ensuring their children are accommodated in a safe and caring environment. It is therefore reassuring to know that there are local services and organisations that can support us and help us make the right decisions”.

Councillor Bob Tidy, Lead Member for Community Services at the County Council said: “It’s important to share what we are all doing to help keep young foreign visitors safe, and to plan how we will work together over the next few months which is the busiest time for student visits, and indeed, to plan for the coming year”.

