Listening to victims of hate crime - 3 August 2010
A local safety partnership is encouraging residents to come forward and tell them about their experiences of hate crime.

The East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership is asking for the information so that it can plan the most appropriate support for people who witness or are victims of hate crime.

What is hate crime?
A hate crime or incident is any incident which is perceived as being motivated by prejudice or hate. It may not always be a criminal offence. Often, victims of hate crime are targeted because of prejudice towards their race, religious beliefs, disability or sexual orientation.

Councillor Bob Tidy, Lead Member for Community Services at the County Council said: “The Partnership takes hate crime seriously and is listening to victim’s views because they will play an important part in helping to make decisions on how victims are supported in the future.

“We want to hear from a wide range of people, including, people with different sexualities, people from black and ethnic minority communities, people with disabilities and also various religious and faith groups.  By talking to these different groups, and indeed to the wider general public, we hope to learn whether our hate crime service is meeting victim’s needs”. 

Listening to many different people
Ambrose O’Boyle from the Hastings and Rother gay helpline and the Rainbow Alliance said: “It is very important for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) community to have somewhere to get their voice heard and be acknowledged as a citizen in the community. In the context of this consultation it is important that our voice is listened to. It seems that at long last LGBT people are being taken seriously”.

Sally Taylor from the Eastbourne Cultural Communities Network (ECCN) said: “ECCN and its members from different black minority ethnic groups feel greatly encouraged to have been asked to assist in this consultation about hate crime services. Not only does this instil confidence in the harder to reach groups that they are being supported, it also ensures that their voice is heard and their opinions are sought before important decisions are made”.

How to get involved
There are two ways to get involved. Firstly residents can complete a short questionnaire which can be downloaded from www.safeineastsussex.org.uk. Alternatively, there are focus groups being held for different groups of people so everyone can have their say. Attendees will be rewarded for their time. To find out more contact Emma Jones in the Safer Communities Team on 01323 466549.

