Safety partnership showing World Cup boozers the red card

A new innovative alcohol safety campaign focused on the football World Cup has been produced which aims to blow the full-time whistle on people who drink too much or cause trouble during the World Cup.

The campaign by the East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership, called ‘Watch. Enjoy. Remember’, highlights the danger of missing out on the big game due to excess drink, and shows the possible consequences of being drunk: including getting arrested for causing trouble or being ill and missing the match.

We know that alcohol consumption increases and tensions run high during international football competitions: during previous World Cup campaigns there were increases in hospital admissions on and after England match days and incidents of domestic violence increased by a third.

Eye-catching campaign materials

The partnership has produced four eye-catching images which are being used on posters, beer mats and small credit card sized leaflets. These will be distributed to pubs, off-licenses, taxis and fast food outlets across the county, with a particular focus in Hastings and Eastbourne.

Facebook competition

An interactive ‘Watch. Enjoy. Remember’ Facebook page will accompany the campaign, so people can share their experiences of the match, and enter a Facebook photo competition to win sports vouchers.

Chief Superintendent Robin Smith said: “The campaign definitely isn’t telling people they can’t have a few drinks and have some fun when they watch the game. It’s more about trying to get them to consider the consequences if they let their drinking get out of control. If you cause trouble and ‘kick off’ before, during or after the match, we’re making it absolutely clear you will be arrested.”

Working together

The campaign is being delivered by organisations including, East Sussex County Council, Sussex Police, NHS and local Community Safety Partnerships. Councillor Bob Tidy, Lead Member for Community Services said: “By working together we are able to make our message loud and clear so that more people will be mindful of how much they drink during the football matches.”

Charles Everett, Chair of NHS Hastings and Rother, said: “Sensible drinking is a key part of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. This campaign is aimed at prompting people to think about how much alcohol they drink so that they can make changes to improve their health and well-being.”

The East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership successfully bid to the Centre for Public Innovation to help fund the campaign.

The grant has also funded the Hastings Night Bus Service, which will run on every England match date, and bottled water which will be given out by Street Pastors who volunteer in Hastings and Eastbourne

Getting help or advice about alcohol

If you would like help, advice or information about alcohol, contact: Action for Change on 0300 111 2470 or visit www.action-for-change.org.

To track your drinking, download the ‘NHS Drinks Tracker’ to your iPhone or visit www.drinking.nhs.uk.

You can also contact Drinkline on 0800 917 8282.

